ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
The Centennial Committee will be meeting today after worship and coffee fellowship.
Mayland Fellowship at Banner Elk Presbyterian Church is tonight, 5:30 p.m., Dinner (donations are welcome);
6:30 p.m., Business Meeting; 7 p.m., Readers’ Theater on the History of Edgar Tufts, the founder of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, Lees-McRae College, Grandfather Home for Children, and Cannon Hospital. Everyone is invited!
Tuesday, Oct. 11—Special Speaker Series, 7-8:30 p.m. “Who is an American?: The Politics and History of Immigration.” Dr. Karl Campbell, a history professor at Appalachian State University, will discuss the past and present
controversies that shape our immigration policy and suggest some ways to move the discussion forward.
Wednesday Bible Study - 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesday Choir Practice - 5:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
Sunday, October 16, Pamela Paul will be sharing her ministry which is called “The Mission Soup Kitchen in
Cranberry.” She will be meeting with the Sunday School at 10:15 a.m. and sharing a Minute for Mission during worship. We are providing food for her monthly soup kitchen: 3 crockpots of chili and 2 dozen cornbread muffins
and need to be at the church next Sunday. Please let Pastor Kathy know if you can provide chili or muffins.
The CPC Quarterly Women’s Retreat will be held in the fellowship hall on Saturday, October 22, 10 a.m.- 1 p.m.
We will have the coffee and muffins ready for a time of fellowship as we share in “The Gift of an Autumn Faith.” Lunch
will be provided and donations are welcome. All women are invited to attend. Please RSVP by Thursday, October 20.
We need coffee (caffeinated and decaf) and cookies for Coffee Fellowship after Sunday worship and we also
need folks who are willing to host Coffee Hour—it is really easy. Just drop off the coffee and cookies in the
kitchen and contact the church office to sign up for Coffee Hour, 828-733-1939.
Are you interested in being a hospice volunteer? Hospice training will take place on October 10 and 12 from
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Call to RSVP: 828-754-0101
Empty Bowls Luncheon, Friday, October 14, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm, Newland Presbyterian Church, for RAM.
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Prayers and Concerns
Please keep the following people in your prayers this week for healing and peace. ** Mary Wauchope, friend of the
Gaschos, is in hospice care. Cards may be sent to her husband, Dr. Don Wauchope, 3801 Cascade Lake Rd., Pisgah Forest,
NC 28768. **Larry Brown is recovering from gall bladder surgery. His address is: 1514 Land Harbor, Newland, NC 28657.
**Charlotte Davila's father passed away on September 26. Her address is: PO Box 38, Jonas Ridge, NC 28641. **Mary
Agnes Smith, Rachel Deal’s sister, is suffering from dementia and her condition is deteriorating. Rachel’s address is: P.O.
Box 8, Crossnore, NC 28616 ** Lorraine Alls is having health concerns. Her address is: Apt. 208, 507 Linville St., Newland,
NC 28657. **Carol Martin, friend of the Gaschos and our congregation, is struggling again with cancer. Carol and Don
Martin's address is: 506 W. 16th St., Tifton, GA. 31794. ** Carroll Berkley's brother, John Berkley, has a treatment plan for
his esophageal cancer and the prognosis is good. Our continued prayers are needed. His address is: 12905 Barnsanlaw Dr.,
Raleigh, NC 27613. ** Pastor Kathy's sister, Karen Phillips is waiting for a proper diagnosis and treatment for the pressure
on her brain. Her address is: 1816 N. 111th St., Omaha, NE 68155. ** El Wilson, a friend and former member, had successful hip replacement surgery and is now recovering. Her address is: 118 Hickory Circle, Banner Elk, NC 28604. **Mark
Hickman, Patricia McGarr's son has some health concerns and is undergoing tests. His address is: 11522 Quiet Pine Court,
Charlotte, NC 28273. **Dottie and Don Huston’s daughter, Julie Ann Roche, continues her battle with cancer. **Bud and
Beth Howell continue to address health concerns. Their address is: 119 Carriage Walk Lane, Hendersonville, NC 28791.
**Ben and Amanda Frazier would appreciate your thoughts and prayers. Their mailing address is: 3337 Land Harbor, Newland, NC 28657.

THE Service FOR the Lord’s Day
I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my
help come? My help comes from the Lord, who
made heaven and earth. He will not let your foot
be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.
He who keeps Israel will neither slumber
nor sleep. The Lord is your keeper; the
Lord is your shade at your right
hand. The sun shall not
strike you by day, nor
the moon by night.
The Lord will keep
you from all evil;
he will keep your
life. The Lord will
keep your going
out and your coming in from this
time on and forevermore.
Psalm 121
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Eleven o'Clock, A.M.

THE GATHERING
Prelude: More Love to Thee, O Christ

based on a tune by William H. Doane
arr. by Mark Hayes

Chiming of the Hour
Welcome, Church Family News
The Passing of the Peace of Jesus Christ

Sermon: "Wrestling with God"

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
Choral Call to Worship: # 288 Spirit of the Living God

LIVING

*Call to Worship:
The Word of God is planted in our hearts.
May our hearts be receptive to the Word.
The Love of God rains down on us.
May our souls soak in the wonder of God’s love.
The Breathe of God blows softly within us.
May our minds be stirred by the power of God’s Spirit.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
*Hymn of Meditation: # 729 Lord, I want to Be a Christian

I want to Be a Christian

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory: Hear My Prayer, O Lord

by Lantz Berets

*Doxology: # 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Duke Street

Call to Confession:
If we are honest with ourselves, we must admit that we all make mistakes. There are things we do – and there are
things we neglect to do – that separate us from God, from one another, from ourselves. So trusting in the infinite grace
of God, let us confess our mistakes and our longing for God.
Unison Prayer of Confession:
Merciful God, the story of Jacob shows your willingness to enter into the messiness of our human struggles—into
fractured relationships, family differences, un-reconciled situations with people we care about. Yet we confess that
too often we do not know how to let go of our worries, our failures, our pride. Often we fear that our very lives will
be dislocated by your kingdom values of justice, mercy and peace. Help us to wrestle with the conflicting values,
desires and pressures that confront us daily so that we can unclench our hands and open ourselves to the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. Only then can we fully embrace others in their pain—and be embraced—in the name
of Christ (moment of silent confession). Amen.
Assurance of Pardon:
The Lord comes to us with a new covenant, saying: “I will write my law on your hearts; I will forgive your wrongdoing
and remember your sins no more.” Sisters and Brothers, our sins are forgiven; let us be at peace.
Response to God’s Grace and Mercy: # 447 We Are Forgiven

WE ARE FORGIVEN

THE WORD PROCLAIMED
First Lesson: Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and
earth. He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. He who keeps Israel will neither slumber
nor sleep. The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand. The sun shall not strike you by day, nor
the moon by night. The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The Lord will keep your going out and
your coming in from this time on and forevermore.
choral arrangement by Greg Skipper & Stan Pethel

Second Lesson - Genesis 32:22-31
The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the
Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had.
Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against
Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let
*Congregation stand as are able

Rev. Kathy Campbell

Prayers of the People

*Hymn of Praise: # 265 Jesus Shall Reign

Choir Anthem Prayer Medley

me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What
is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you
have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.”
But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying,
“For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping
because of his hip.

OLD HUNDRETH

*Unison Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving:
Caring God, we humble ourselves today by returning the bounty you first shared with us back to your care.
Without pretension or self-righteousness, we resolve to be slow to judge and ready to provide aid. We
strive to increase our commitment to being more thoughtful and generous.    Help us to be unassuming in
our service but bold in our witness. We pray in the name of the One who served you here on earth and
now reigns with you in glory, Jesus the Living Christ. Amen.

THE SENDING
*Closing Hymn: # 80 You shall Go Out with Joy

THE TREES OF THE FIELD

*Charge and Benediction
*Postlude: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
Prayer
God,
You have called us into a whole-hearted relationship with You.
You’ve asked us to leave behind all we possess
and live out our faith with passion and integrity.
We thank You for the deep love You have shown toward us.
Forgive us when we take our relationship with You for granted,
when we let the fire of our early commitment cool,
and allow other things to take priority in our lives.
Give us strength to hold on to You no matter what comes our way.
Give us courage to wrestle honestly with the things we don’t understand;
to continually work out our salvation with fear and trembling,
to grapple daily with what it means to faithfully follow You.
We are Your people, chosen and named by You.
Grant us Your continued blessing
and mark us with Your love,
as we seek to live as Your disciples in the world.
In the name of Jesus Christ,
Amen.
THOSE SERVING US TODAY

Minister: Rev. Kathy Campbell; Director of Music: Kathy Hutcheson

based on SHOWALTER
by Anthony J. Showalter
arr. by Donald F. Marsh

