Announcements
Bible Study will meet Wednesday, December 20 and we will discuss chapters 2 & 3 of Adam Hamilton’s Faithful: Christmas
Through the Eyes of Joseph. We will not meet for Bible Study from December 27 through January 10.
Since Christmas Eve, December 24, is on a Sunday this year, we will have 2 services that day. We will have a morning Worship
Service at 11:00 a.m. followed by coffee and Christmas cookies. Our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held at
5:30 p.m. that evening. Christmas Eve offerings will go to Volunteer Avery.
Thanks to all who have sent in your pledges of time, talent, and treasures. This will help our Finance Committee prepare a
realistic 2018 budget. Your support for the church’s ministry and mission is both vital and valued. Fifty households have already
pledged over $100,000. We are still receiving 2018 pledges.
We received the 2018 Grant of $19,000 from the Stafford Family Trust last week. This annual grant that our church has received for years has continued to help us renovate and repair our historic sanctuary and building. Our 2018 grant provides funds
for brand new red carpeting in our sanctuary along with other needed repairs. We are thankful to Dr. Ivan & Mrs. Melba Stafford for their vision in creating an endowment that benefits many mountain ministries including our church.
Still need Christmas gifts? Marion Blue’s beautiful hand-knitted scarves, hats, sweaters, and blankets are downstairs in the
fellowship hall. Sheri Elderfield, who is a master quilter, also has her items on display. All donations will go to the mission
budget.
Want to do something special on the night of New Year’s Eve. We are having a New Year’s Eve Service here at the church. The
service will begin in the sanctuary at 5 p.m. Refreshments will follow in the fellowship hall. If you would like to have a ride,
please call the church office at 828-733-1939 by Thursday, December 28.
Jacob’s Ladder now has a handrail that will make it easier for folks to get up the steps! Greg Gacek and Doug Sirmon spent a
few days designing and building the beautiful handrail. Thanks, guys!
A Thank You Note from Cynthia and Albert, one of the couples who received a Thanksgiving Basket:
“That was the sweetest thing you did—very unexpected, but we needed the groceries. Thank you so much. We didn’t have
a penny to our name. And the gifts were very special, too, very appreciated and the knitted hat and the socks were nice, too.
Thank you! Best surprise we ever had. Fixed a nice dinner for Thanksgiving. God bless you! I will treasure the hat!”
Jesse Downing, Elizabeth Womack’s brother, was named Avery County Firefighter of the Year for 2017. Jesse is a certified
firefighter and EMT for Newland and Crossnore Fire Departments. He is also a member of the Avery County Ladder and Truck
Company and Strike Team. Congratulations!
OUR ELDERS
Class of 2017: Tommie Tennant, Jason DeWitt, Linda Berkley
Class of 2018: Mimi Sloop, Charlotte Davila
Class of 2019: Barbara Ross (Clerk of Session), Charlie Sims
Ashlyn DeWitt, Administrative Assistant
Kathy Hutcheson, Director of Music
Barbara Ross, Volunteer Church Administrator
Attendance last Sunday: no service due to snow
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THE Service FOR the Lord’s Day

And who am I that
the mother of
my Lord
should come
and visit me?
For the i
nstant the sound of your
greeting reached my ears,
the baby in
my womb
leaped for joy!
Blessed woman,
you believed what
God said.

Prayers, Concerns and Thanksgivings

Sally Rodgers husband, Scott Rodgers, passed away on November 30, after a long battle with cancer. They were longtime
summer members of our congregation. Scott’s memorial service was held Saturday in St. Simon’s Island. Sally’s address is:
110 Sandcastle Way, St. Simon’s Island, GA 31522. **Jon and Pam Kidder are proud grandparents of Wyatt Edward Hudson
born on December 8th at 7 lbs. 15 oz. Mom and baby are doing great and are back home. The Kidders address is: 7617
Thompson Mill Road, Wake Forest, NC 27587-9094. **Barbara Stuart’s father made it through surgery and is doing well.
She wanted to thank everyone for our prayers and to keep the prayers coming. Barbara’s address is: 523 Bryn Mawr Street,
Orlando, FL 32804. **Ginger Hickman’s mother, Marceil Hoyle, has been diagnosed with aggressive lung cancer. She is in
significant pain. Ginger is Patrica McGarr’s daughter-in-law. Ginger’s and her husband Mark’s address is 11522 Quiet Pine
Court, Charlotte, NC 28273.**Clarence Kenyon’s brother’s wife, Tarina, passed away. The Kenyon’s address is 24 Hanging
Rock Estates Lane, Banner Elk, NC 28604. **Marion Blue’s teenage friend, Lilly, passed away. Marion’s address is 1057
Walt Clark Road, Newland, NC 28657. **Bonnie Vuolo’s stepmother passed away at the age of 93. Bonnie’s address is P.O.
Box 24, Jonas Ridge, NC 28641. **Ginger Williams, Ricky Berkley’s girlfriend, lost her father, Darrell Williams, to cancer.
Ginger’s address is 241 A Silver Springs Drive, Banner Elk, NC 28604. **Bennie Frazier is with his daughter Rosie. Bennie has truly enjoys all the cards and letters. His address is Ben Frazier, c/o Rosie Culbreath, 663 Warren St., Concord, NC
28025. **Please keep Bonny Whilden in your prayers. She is the sister of Sharon Lawing and is fighting kidney cancer. Her
address is 3434 Dublin Road, Charlotte, NC 28208. **Carroll Berkley's brother, John Berkley, continues living with cancer.
Their address is 241 A Silver Springs Dr., Banner Elk, NC 28604. **Kay Sherwood is back in Land Harbor and continuing
to recover from her stroke. Her address is 3107 Land Harbor, Newland, NC 28657. **Bobby Taylor’s brother, Pat Taylor, is
fighting amyloidosis. Bobby's address is P.O. Box 102 Jonas Ridge, NC 28641. **Charlotte Davila’s brother, Guy Genske is
struggling with alcoholism. Charlotte’s address is P.O. Box 38, Jonas Ridge, NC 28641. **Lorraine Alls is struggling with leg
and back issues. She would appreciate your prayers as she awaits a diagnosis and a treatment plan. Her address is Apt. 208,
507 Linville St., Newland, NC 28657.
Rev. Kathy Campbell may be reached at the church office: 828-733-1939; at home: 828-963-5190; cell
phone: 828-260-2512. Her office hours are Tuesday - Thursday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., weather permitting. Please call to ensure Pastor Kathy will be there. Her e-mail is rev.kathy.campbell@gmail.com
*Worship songs copyrighted and used by permission. All Rights reserved. Onelicense.net License NO. A718237

The Salutation by Mariotto Albertinelli, 1503.

Crossnore Presbyterian Church
Crossnore, North Carolina
Rev. Kathy Campbell, Pastor
3rd Sunday of Advent, December 17, 2017
Eleven o'clock A.M.

THE GATHERING
Prelude: Once in Royal David's City

based on IRBY by Henry J. Gauntlett
arr. by James Pethel

Chiming of the Hour
Welcome, Church Family News
The Passing of the Peace of Jesus Christ

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
The Lighting of the Advent Candles of Hope, Peace, and Joy

Jason and Ashlyn DeWitt

Choral Call to Worship: # 105 People, Look East (vs 4)
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.
People look east and sing today: Love, the Star, is on the way.

besancon

*Call to Worship:
Jan Ross
Praise be to the Lord, for he has heard my cry for mercy. The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in
him, and I am helped.
My heart leaps for joy and I will give thanks to him in song.
The Lord is the strength of his people, a fortress of salvation for his anointed one.
Save your people and bless your inheritance; be their shepherd and carry them forever.
*Hymn of Praise: # 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Veni Emmanuel

Call to Confession:
And he who searches the heart knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. Let us, therefore, confess our sins before God.
Unison Prayer of Confession:
Lord of heaven and earth, Creator of us all, we confess that we shy away from the bold activity in your name to
which you have called us. We are like Elizabeth—thinking we’re past “our time” or “our time” never came. We,
like Elizabeth, ask, “Who am I that you would come to me?” And yet, you have given us story after story to teach
us otherwise. We pray for the day when our hearts will leap for joy when you come close to call us into service.
And may we, like Elizabeth, answer your call—even when we least expect it (moment of silent confession). In the
name of Emmanuel we pray. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon(Colossians 1:19, 27):
For in Christ the fullness of God was pleased to dwell and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory. Thanks be to God!
Response to God’s Grace and Mercy: # 95 Prepare the Way of the Lord

prepare the way

Solo: In the Bleak Midwinter

Rev. Brent Price

THE WORD PROCLAIMED
First Lesson: Genesis 18:1-15
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He
looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and
bowed down to the ground. He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be
brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” And
Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and
*Congregation stand as are able

make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened
to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood
by them under the tree while they ate.
They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” Then one said, “I will surely return to
you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him.
Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So
Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” The Lord said
to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied,
saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.”
Choral Anthem: Lift Up Your Heads

stanza 1-3 by Georg Weissel, stanza 4 by Charles Coffin
tune based on PUER NOBIS NASCITUR
adapted by Michael Praetorius, arr. by Larry Shackley

Second Lesson: Luke 1:36-45
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was
said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let
it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house
of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as
I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
Sermon: “Who Am I...?"

Rev. Maggie Palmer Lauterer

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
*Hymn of Meditation: # 92 While We Are Waiting, Come

waiting (Cason)

*Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles Creed (page 35, Hymnbook)
Prayers of the People
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory: When He Cometh
*Doxology: # 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

based on tune by George F. Root
arr. by Ron Loree
Old hundreth

*Unison Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving:
May the gifts we offer in these moments and with our lives be light for those in the shadows of society, be
food for those who hunger, refreshment for those parched by life, and hope for all who cry out to you, O
God. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

THE SENDING
*Closing Hymn: # 143 Angels, from the Realms of Glory		
*Charge and Benediction
*Postlude: Noelle Recessionale

regent square
by Steven Scott

Our Sunday Christmas Luncheon is today, following our worship service. Please come and join us for food and fellowship.
This is also the Sunday we will receive the PC(USA) Joy Gift Offering.
Today is the order deadline for Poinsettias placed in our sanctuary. The cost of a poinsettia is $10.00.

THOSE SERVING US TODAY

Minister: Rev. Maggie Palmer Lauterer; Director of Music: Kathy Hutcheson; Liturgist: Jan Ross; Soloist: Rev. Brent Price

