Virtual Worship Service for the Lord’s Day
The Second Sunday of the Lenten Season,
March 13, 2022
Crossnore Presbyterian Church
200 Chapel Drive, P.O. B0x 386
Crossnore, NC 28616
Welcome and Church Family News (PDF attachment)
Choral Call to Worship # 3 Wonderful, Merciful Savior, Songs of Worship
Sing along with David Wesley: https://youtu.be/K6TdK2de79A 3

Wonderful, merciful Savior
Precious Redeemer and Friend
Who would have thought that a Lamb
Could rescue the souls of men
Oh, You rescue the souls of men

Almighty, infinite Father
Faithfully loving Your own
Here in our weakness You find us
Falling before Your throne
Oh, we're falling before Your throne

Counselor, Comforter, Keeper
Spirit we long to embrace
You offer hope when our hearts have
Hopelessly lost our way
Oh, we've hopelessly lost the way

You are the One that we praise
You are the One we adore
You give the healing and grace
Our hearts always hunger for

You are the One that we praise
You are the One we adore
You give the healing and grace
Our hearts always hunger for
Oh, our hearts always hunger for

Oh, our hearts always hunger for
You are the One that we praise
You are the One we adore
You give the healing and grace
Our hearts always hunger for
Oh, our hearts always hunger for

*Call to Worship:
Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God.
For once we were lost and felt so far away;
now we have been found and welcomed home.
Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever.
We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope!
Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love.
*Hymn of Praise # 39 Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Sing along with Chris Rice: https://youtu.be/9V3_vymvBvk

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee.
Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not.
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.
Refrain:
Great is thy faithfulness!
Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning, new mercies I see.
All I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

FAITHFULNESS

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain]
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow:
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]
Call to Confession:
We know our faults -- the way we have treated others, our alienation from God, our unwillingness to be faithful
people. We will not hide our sin or remain silent, but confess them to the One who surrounds us with steadfast
love. Please join me as we confess our sins before God and each other.
Unison Prayer of Confession:
On this very day, Waiting God, we admit all the lengths to which we go so we might avoid you. You offer us
that kingdom of joy and wonder, yet we would hide in places where temptation waits. You invite us to feast
on your grace and peace, but we stubbornly refuse, because you also welcome those we call 'outsiders.' We
are quick to see all the mistakes that those around us make, but hope you will ignore our foolish choices.
Celebrating God, before we come to our senses, we find you running towards us, sweeping us up in your arms,
tears of grace mingling with our cries of confession, a mighty river washing away our sinful ways to restore
us to new life. In Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we find no limitations on your grace, no reservations about
your love, but a feast that overflows with wonder, a place we can finally call home (silent confession). In the
name of Christ, we pray. Amen
Assurance of Pardon:
God rolls away everything that stands in our way - our past, our sin, our pain, our hesitation, and reshapes us
into new people living in the new creation. What wonderful grace. We are forgiven!
Broken, we are made whole; lost, we are brought home; empty, we are filled with songs of gladness. We
rejoice and give thanks to God who has graced us with mercy. Amen.
Response to God’s Grace and Mercy # 649 Amazing Grace

AMAZING GRACE

Sing along with Judy Collins: https://youtu.be/G3G-suuZgK4

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come:
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
than when we’d first begun.

First Lesson: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to
us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of

Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
Special Music: Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling
https://youtu.be/Qf_glkmbNbQ

Second Lesson: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were
grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” Then Jesus said, “There was a man
who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will
belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had
and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would
gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am
dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set
off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he
ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring
out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found!’ And they began to celebrate. “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached
the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied,
‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’
Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered
his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your
command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when
this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for
him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to
celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been
found.’”
Sermon: (PDF attachment)

Rev. Kathy Campbell

Affirmation of Faith: from the Book of Order, “God’s Mission”
The good news of the Gospel is that the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
creates, redeems, sustains, rules, and transforms all things and all people.
This one living God, the scriptures say, liberated the people of Israel from oppression
and covenanted to by their God.
By the power of the Spirit, this one living God is incarnate in Jesus Christ,
who came to live in the world, die for the world, and be raised again to new life.
The Gospel of Jesus Christ announces the nearness of God’s kingdom,
bringing good news to all who are impoverish, sight to all who are blind,
freedom to all who are oppressed, and proclaiming the Lord’s favor.
*Hymn of Meditation # 366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Sing along with the Knox College Virtual Choir: https://youtu.be/PNM5t_OUKIM

HYFERDOL

Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling;
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion;
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation;
enter every trembling heart.

Come, Almighty, to deliver;
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
into every troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit;
let us find the promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

Finish then thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Prayers of the People: (inspired by 2 Corinthians 5:16-21)
Reconciling Christ, bless our efforts to bring about reconciliation.
Give us the strength to persevere without counting the hurts,
and to find within ourselves the capacity to keep on loving.
Give us the grace to be able to stand in the middle of situations,
and to be a conduit for the deep listening
which can lead to healing and forgiveness.
Help us to conduct ourselves with dignity,
giving and expecting respect, moving from prayer to action,
and from action back again into prayer.
Grant that we may be so grounded in your love,
that our security is not threatened if we change our minds,
or begin to see a better way to act.
Bless those who are called to reconcile on a large-scale –
politicians, world leaders, leaders of business,
and those who stand in the midst of bitter conflict.
Reconciling Christ, bless us and bless all who engage
in the sacred work of envisioning new wholeness,
and bringing people and nations together.
In the name of Christ, we pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offering:
God calls us beloved children, forgiven and free to love and live like Christ. Let us open our lives and our
resources to love those who feel homeless in body, mind, or spirit so that they, too, may find of home in God’s
love and mercy. Let us receive this morning’s offering.
*Doxology #608

PRAISE GOD (Hopson)

https://youtu.be/BKcnin5iIJI - Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, Asheville, NC

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.
Amen.
*Unison Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving:
Gracious and Generous God, may we not be like the older brother, grumbling and resentful of your generosity.
Rather, with joy and hope, we offer our gifts that others might be swept up in your loving and gracious arms.
Amen.
*Closing Hymn # 215 What Wondrous Love Is This
Sing along with Sounds Like Reign: https://youtu.be/oVNktRGU3As - Sounds Like Reign

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
what wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul!
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
when I was sinking down, sinking down,
when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul!
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing,
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM,
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing;
while millions join the theme, I will sing!
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on;
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be,
and through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
and through eternity I’ll sing on.
*Charge and Benediction
God sends us forth,
to be reconcilers of the broken and oppressed.
Jesus, our Brother, sends us to welcome everyone.
We will embrace the prodigals with joy,
we will make a feast for all of God’s people.

WONDROUS LOVE

The Spirit sends us with arms full of healing.
We will go to bring hope to all we meet.
*Postlude: The World Blessing (take time to let this song melt into your soul)
154 Nations Sing in 257 Languages! - True Peace and Hope for our divided world
https://youtu.be/d48-qbcovVY

