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Announcements and Items of Interest
Communion Sunday, September 6, 11:00 am, will be outdoors—Please bring a lawn chair
or listen from your car on FM radio. Masks are required.
If you would like a visit from
Pastor Kathy, give her a call
(828-260-2512) or email her at:
rev.kathy.campbell@gmail/com.
Our New Members will be welcomed during our worship service on Sunday, September 13.
Photos and bios of these new
members will be included in the

bulletin that Sunday.
Because of your generosity, we
are distributing another $5,000
to partner non-profit agencies
that are working with our brothers and sisters who are in financial need, including: food,
rent, utilities, medicine, afterschool care, safe space for
high school students, and support for our mentally chal-

lenged adults. An update on all
our partner non-profits and the
ways our funds are being used
will be included in next Sunday’s
bulletin. Thanks to all who have
contributed to the General Fund
and to the Pastor’s Discretionary
Fund; you have made this fourth
distribution of funds possible.
Since April, our congregation
has given $20,000 to our partner

non-profit agencies to support the
most needy individuals and families in our county. Thank you for
caring and thank you for your
faithful and generous offerings!
The Knitting Group is meeting
in the fellowship hall on
Wednesdays from 1:00 to 3:00
pm. Social distancing and masks
are required.
Bible Study meets on Zoom at
3:00 pm on Wednesdays. We
will be discussing the tenth
chapter of the Book of Acts
today. All you need is your Bible
and a computer, tablet, or smart
phone. If you like to participate,
please send Pastor Kathy an
email
at:
rev.kathy.campbell@gmail.com
or give us a call at 828-733-1939 .

September 2, 2020
September Birthdays
 June Bagby—September 3
 Karl Campbell—Setpemer 3
 Pamela Kidder—September 4
 Ross Ross—September 9
 Marilyn Gascho—September
12
 Pepé Abrusci—Seeptember 13
 Goldie Delaney—September 13
 Yvonne Matlosz—September
13
 Pat Rousselle—September 16
 Bud Croneal—September 17
 Mary Louise Aldridge—
September 18
 Clint Wright—September 23
 Dennis Jones—September 27
 Beth Foster-Gacek—
September 30
Prayer Requests
 Bonnie Vuolo
 Janet Wells
 Tasha Reid
 Maggie Lauterer
 Mike Kilgore
 Frank Duncan
 Ryan Watts
 Kathy Hutcheson
 Pepe Abrusci
 David France
 Frances & Larry Brown

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews:13:8
The church’s sanctuary roof
committee continues to make
plans to go forward with the
replacement of our nearly 100
year old sanctuary roof. They
are working with historic preservation roof specialists and looking at several roof shingle and
tile samples. We will keep you
updated on the committee’s progress.
In this time of COVID-19, Western Youth Network needs volunteers to connect with Avery
County students, either
through weekly letters/cards
or virtually. If you are interested, please contact Sabena Maiden, maidens
@westernyouthnetwork.org

Avery County Habitat for Humanity needs volunteers on
Wednesdays,
morning/
afternoon, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. No
outside church and service
groups are coming due to
COVID-19. They are working on
three houses up the hill from
Ingles in Newland. Please call
the main office for details: 828733-2025.
Our Friday Hands-On Service
Project is with Feeding Avery
Families that provides over
600 families and individuals
each month with much need
groceries.
Volunteers are
needed. The office is located
next to Carolina BBQ in downtown Newland. Please look at

the Feeding Avery Families Face- Facebook page (Crossnore
book page to know how they are Presbyterian Church PC(USA)).
managing volunteers in the midst of
the pandemic.
Sheri Elderfield has masks with
elastic bands and with ties. Each
mask includes a HEPA filter. YOU
can pick up one or more at the
church office or we can mail the
mask(s) to you. Cost per mask is
$6.00. Sheri says that it covers
the cost of making them. Thanks
Sheri for your mask ministry.
Each week, the final decision to
have outdoor Sunday worship
will be made by noon on Saturday. It will be announced on our
church office phone greeting (828733-1939) and on the church’s
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Taking the Long View
Mimi Sloop
This Covid situation is dragging by sooo s-l-o-w-l-y. It was March 16 when we were asked to stay home as much
as possible for 15 days. Then the shutdown was extended. Many hoped the virus would diminish in the Summer,
like the flu does. It didn’t. Months later, we’re still dealing with the coronavirus, and we don’t know when things will
more-or-less “get back to normal.”
I know we’re supposed to keep the long view. I know this is just a blip on the
screen of human history. The Bible shows us (oh, so many times!) that we humans
are an impatient lot who don’t have a good perspective of God’s timeline.
Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. I know
I’m supposed to take the long view, but I’m not good at doing it.
Bill and I were in the woods this week when hundreds of birds began flying over us,
some stopping for a rest-break in the trees above us. They came, 40 or 50 at a
time, in waves. Bill and I didn’t get a great look at the birds—we’re guessing they
were blackbirds. Clearly they were migrating.
That reminded us of the time on a super-long pier in Waveland, Mississippi when we saw monarch butterflies—
thousands of them—on their migration to Mexico. We watched them for quite a while. We were there in 2004—we
know this because we were there the year before Hurricane Katrina wiped out Waveland.
The city of Waveland was "ground zero" of Hurricane Katrina's landfall on August
29, 2005. The town received massive damage and is still slowly recovering. Official reports say that approximately 50 people died when Waveland was hit directly
by the eyewall of Katrina and the 26-foot storm surge.
The pier at Waveland isn’t as long as it was before Katrina, but it’s still there, and
we hope monarch butterflies still have it on their migration route.
This year we’re dealing with Covid, but birds and butterflies are still migrating. Fall
is coming, and then Winter, and then Spring and Summer. Life, as designed by
our Creator, goes on, on His timeline. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday today
and forever.

