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Mission Statements, Oh My!
By Betty Redman

Churches sessions, committees, and congregations spend hours,
sometimes days and months, working together to develop what
they deem the perfect mission statement for their church. It must
be designed to reflect how they see themselves carrying out God’s
plan for them here on earth.
Jerry Van Marter, retired Director of Presbyterian News Service,
has served on many committees but he refuses to sit on any
committee to develop a mission statement. Marter says, “Not
because I don’t think congregations and other church bodies don’t
need a mission statement. They do.”

Marter’s provocative article in the current Presbyterians Today goes on to explain why he feels this way.
He says it is because Presbyterians already have a mission statement that can’t be improved on. It’s found in
the Book of Order, F.1-0304.” The Great Ends of the Church.”
This issue of Presbyterians Today is currently in the Crossnore Resource Center. Go in and read the article.
See if you agree with Marter. There are other interesting articles in this issue as well.
Are you aware of what “The Great Ends of the Church” include? Look them up in the Book of Order. You
can find several copies in the Resource Center. Another question. Do you know what the mission statement
of Crossnore Presbyterian Church says?

People you may know
By Betty Redman

The Rev. Diane Moffett is currently the senior pastor of Saint James Presbyterian Church in Greensboro,
North Carolina. She has served a 4-year term President and Executive Director of the Presbyterian Mission
Agency Board. Currently, she is being recommended as Director of the Agency. Her nomination will up for
approval at this year’s meeting of the General Assembly in St. Louis.
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Character is what you do when no one is watching. - Paul Equale

It Stirs the Soul
By Betty Redman

When you hear the name, Thomas Dorsey, some of you may think of the Tommy Dorsey
Orchestra of the late ’30s and ’40s, the Big Band era. Others aren’t old enough to remember
that time or the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra known for being one of the best dance bands of
that era. Perhaps fewer will recognize the name, Thomas Andrew Dorsey, or will know that
the two Dorsey’s lived during the same time and both were musicians. That’s where the
similarity ends.
Thomas Andrew Dorsey was known as “the father of black gospel music,” He combined Christian praise
with the rhythm of jazz and blues music. This was so different from the traditional hymn that some called it
“the devil’s music” and accused Dorsey of defaming God’s House by introducing musical instruments into the
sacred halls of worship. Many other musicians adopted his style and the songs were known as “dorseys.”
Dorsey’s most famous song was “Precious Lord, Take My Hand.” He wrote the words in 1932 and set it to
the music from an 1844 hymn called “Maitland” by an American composer, George Allen. “Precious Lord”
was written during the time Dorsey was suffering from a tragedy. His wife died in childbirth and the son she
was carrying died a few hours later. He wrote the song to carry him through the dark night of his soul. It has
helped many others who have cried out in agony, “I need help. I can’t carry on by myself.” The words of
Dorsey’s hymn are a comfort any time we feel the need for God’s presence in our lives. Especially during
times of stress, times we wonder what to do, times when circumstances seem beyond our abilities to change
them, time of disappointment, and any time we feel the need of a presence to help us, we can find comfort
in these words of Dorsey’s hymn.
“Precious Lord take my hand
Lead me on, let me stand
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand, precious Lord
Lead me home.”
Dorsey’s song has been published in more than 40 languages. Notables such as Aretha Franklin, Little
Richard, and Elvis Presley have sung it on various occasions. It is in the hymnals of many churches and is a
favorite of millions of people.
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Crossnore Resource Center Report
By Betty Redman

Among the many interesting items I came across when I was developing the Resource Center was a thin
blue book called Worship and Conduct Songs by Elizabeth Shields. It was published in 1929. Curious, before I
filed it in the Worship Section, I opened it and began to look at the song titles and there it was. “I Wash My
Hands this Morning.” I was startled for a moment because it was a song I had learned in the children’s chorus
and rhythm band at McKinnon Presbyterian Church in my hometown! I was very young – maybe 3 or 4 – but
I still remember the words and the red-headed lady named Miss Vance who had led the group. She always
emphasized to us how important it was to be ready to work for Jesus. I believe those words have guided me
throughout my life. Music imprints words on the heart.
Mission Crossroads is a Presbyterian Church (USA) publication about mission. In it you will find articles
about missionaries in various parts of the world, how we spend our money on missions and a plethora of
information on fair trade, outreach and ecumenical partnerships that increase our efforts to make a
difference in the world. In addition, there is the Presbyterian Giving Catalog for 2018-2019. Should you or
your family or your group want to express your gratitude to a gracious God by feeding the hungry,
comforting the weary, providing fresh water and other needs you can find a way to do so in this catalog. Gifts
can be large or small and they will be a great impact for those receiving them.
“God who cares for the suffering, time and again you call us to care for those in need. May these gifts be a
token of our spirit, a spirit that cares for the sick, provides shelter for the homeless and share your love with
the lonely. In the name of the perfect model, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.” *Presbyterian Giving Catalog for
2018-2019, pg.10
Books you may want to read include the following:
Wild Christmas Deer by Jan Brett: This is a story about a deer that begins with a deer about to be in
trouble but has a happy ending. Delightful reading for a child during the Christmas season. Fiction
Section
What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a Christian? by Martin Thielen: Some people question
Christian beliefs, parts of the Bible, and their own ability to accept all the church teaches. If you are
one of those people, this is the book for you. It deals with questions you may have and provides
things to think about. Christianity Section
Once Upon Different Time by Marian Coe: Dealing with the past people and practices of Appalachia,
Coe weaves an interesting tale of their lives and habits. Fiction Section
When Religion Becomes Evil by Charles Kimball: Perversions of religious beliefs and practices that
subvert the true meanings occur many times. Corruption is a human tendency in some people. This
will be interesting reading for everyone. Religion
There are many interesting books and pamphlets in the Resource Center. Go in between Sunday School
and Church or after worship and look around and perhaps check something out.
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A MISSION THAT GREW
By Janis Kenyon

It all started innocently enough with a conversation with a friend, then, I mentioned it to my husband,
Clarence, innocently enough. The next thing I knew Clarence was standing up in church announcing that I
was starting a knitting group at church and anyone was welcome to come. Well, I didn’t mind but, out of the
blue … I hadn’t even had time to think about it much, let alone plan anything. You see,
the weather was bad as it can be here in the winter, and Betty and I were talking about
ways to keep busy and out of trouble you know? We thought about her house, but way
up there on Beech Mt in the winter? Well, no, that wouldn’t work. So we settled on my
house, but now all of a sudden, here we were starting a knitting group in the Fellowship
Hall. I stammered something out that first announcement about knitting for the
homeless and everyone was welcome. All that week I thought about it and finally
decided, well, why not? More is better, right? I picked up my two knitted hats and a
scarf and took them to church the next Sunday. I showed them to the congregation and said anyone was
welcome to join the group and we would take donated yarn that people didn’t want anymore. The next
week we had two grocery bags of new yarn and 4 knitters, Pepe`, Barbara, Maggie and I. Most of us hadn’t
knitted in 50 years and so we started out slow. But as we knitted and got to know one another we taught
each other and laughed together at our mistakes. We had a great time talking and laughing together once a
week and even got a hat or two knitted!!
Then one day after church another lady stopped me and said she had a few hats she
wanted to donate if we wanted them. Of course, we wanted them! bring them on! The
next Wednesday she came with three huge plastic tubs FULL of hats, scarves, and gloves.
Oh my gosh, how wonderful! We couldn’t believe it. And that’s how we met our dear
friend, Marion Blue. Marion was such a wonderful addition to our group, an expert
knitter, she helped everyone, and believe me, we needed her help! She was so kind and
cheerful we all grew to love her and then we learned that her husband had recently
passed away of cancer and she needed us too. It was a match made in Heaven as we
learned from Marion, admired her classy matching outfits, and helped her through her
own fight with cancer to the end. Marion, you were loved and you will be mightily
missed!!

A few weeks later Johnnie, Nancy, Penny, and Linda joined us and later Lennie
and Sherry. We’ve added and lost a few members over time, but we have
continued to get together, knit, laugh and share stories every week. We’ve had so
much yarn donated we’ve had to buy new storage tubs and find a room big
enough to store it. We even have several folks who live “off the mountain” who
knit and send their hats and scarves to us in the mail or bring them whenever they
come to visit. Our group has grown, knitting expertise and love for one another,
and for that, we thank God for the way his hand has gently shaped our mission.
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This year we donated 40 hats to school children in Avery County and 120 hats, scarves, gloves, baby
booties and blankets to the Hospitality House, a shelter for Watauga, Avery and Yancy county homeless, in
Boone.
What started out as a little idea to pass the time turned into a joyful way to serve others and bless our
group with friendship and support in times of need. So, please join us in whatever way you are able, from
your home in Florida or through the summer months or even through the rough, cold, winter weather. You
might even decide you like us!
We meet at the church in the Fellowship Hall, Wednesdays, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. We also have yarn
needles etc. if you don’t have your own. And we don’t mind teaching you!

Crossnore Presbyterian Church PCUSA Centennial Celebration
By Rev. Kathy Campbell

Crossnore Presbyterian Church Centennial Sunday on July 22, 2018, was an amazing, inspiring, and
affirming day! God blessed us with a day that we will remember and relish for a long time to come. For those
who were not able to be with us physically, your spirit and your prayers were with us. 119 people
participated in the morning service which featured Rev. Maggie Lauterer, KJV scripture readings, and oldtime mountain music. The afternoon service began with a packed sanctuary. Over 200 people participated in
the Centennial Worship Service to the Glory of God. Music ranged from the bowed psaltery to an original
choir anthem composed and written by Michael Richardson to a father daughter duet to Henry and Cindy
Smith singing his original hymn, “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” to old time gospel tunes to send us out.
Four preachers shared scripture and a message and our Presbyterian church partners and mission partners
brought greetings and thanks for all the ways Crossnore Presbyterian Church shares in ministry and mission
with them. The Quilters presented the beautiful handmade
Centennial Quilt that now hangs in our sanctuary and some of
the original members of the building committee ripped up the
mortgage and offered a prayer of thanks to God for the gifts from
so many that made it possible to pay off the mortgage in 10
years. We celebrated and affirmed our mission and outreach
with 100% of the offering collection going to our Mission budget
- $2,658.00. After the inspiring worship, we headed downstairs
for a catered feast in the fellowship hall adorned with fresh
flowers on every table. Maggie Lauterer signed and sold many
copies of her book, “Crossnore Presbyterian Church Ministry and
Mission: The First Hundred Years” and Centennial mugs. Thanks
to the Centennial Committee for all the work that took place to
honor and praise God in all the minutia of details to make this
day possible. Also thanks to the many volunteers who spent
hours cleaning, practicing, planting, clearing, ordering, planning,
mailing, setting up, and cleaning up for this great celebration of
Christ’s ministry and mission through Crossnore Presbyterian
Church. Praise be to God for the opportunity to celebrate our
past, present, and future God has planned for us.
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